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STANDING COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION — THIRTIETH REPORT — “BELL GROUP 
COMPANIES (FINALISATION OF MATTERS AND DISTRIBUTION OF PROCEEDS) BILL 2015” 

Government Response — Statement by Attorney General 
HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [3.38 pm] — by leave: On 
10 November this year, the Standing Committee on Legislation of the Legislative Council tabled its report in 
relation to this bill, and I thank the committee for its diligent efforts in considering a very substantial and 
complex bill in the time available to it, and the submissions put to the committee in the limited time available for 
its inquiry. The committee made 29 recommendations in relation to the bill; some of those proposed specific 
changes to it, some changes were described but not specified, and some areas were identified on which the 
committee considered that the Council would be assisted by the provision of further information in relation to the 
bill. In large part, the government has adopted the recommendations proposed by the committee. In addition, the 
committee process through the submissions provided by interested parties, has identified one or two areas for 
drafting improvement in the bill. As a result, there has been issued and published an amended notice paper that 
responds to the committee’s report that contains the amendments the government proposes to move to the bill 
during the Committee of the Whole. 

I also take the opportunity to respond to the committee’s recommendations. I tabled earlier this afternoon a 
written response setting out in some detail the government’s position on each of the recommendations made by 
the committee. That covers the government’s response both to the extent that the report proposed specific 
amendments and in relation to proposed amendments whereby the government has accepted the proposal in 
principle but intends to move the amendment in another form. 

I will not verbally go through the whole of the government’s response. I do not think that will be necessary. 
I  might have to raise aspects of it in due course if they arise during the second reading debate. The purpose of 
tabling it in writing and comprehensively was to expedite and assist the debate, so that members are aware of the 
government’s position and can have reference to it, rather than simply learning about it by listening to me 
present it during this afternoon’s proceedings. I hope that has been of some assistance to members and I look 
forward to the debate on the bill in due course. 
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